TOWN OF CHARLOTTE COURT HOUSE
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday      October 16, 2017   7:00pm


A regular meeting of the Charlotte Court House Town Council was held on Monday, October 16, 2017, 
at 7:00 pm. Mayor Walker called the meeting to order. Council Members Andrews, Kurdt, Haskins, Walker and Jones were present.  Council Member Watkins was absent. Council Member Andrews motioned to approve the agenda as presented. The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote:  5 ayes, 0 nays. Council Member Kurdt motioned to approve the September 18, 2017 regular meeting minutes as presented. The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote: 5 ayes and 0 nays. Council Member Andrews motioned to approve the financial statement as presented. The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote: 5 ayes and 0 nays.
 
Citizen Comments 	None.

Mayor Walker stated that he contacted Shentel, but hasn’t received a return call regarding the Marable’s request for an adjustment of the cost to have internet service extended to their residence on Cardinal Lane.

Planning Commission Report     Terry Ramsey, Chair of the Planning Commission (PC) reported that the PC met on Oct. 10th to continue work on the Town zoning ordinance. He stated that Town Zoning Administrator, Robert Hendrick was in attendance, who advised that the PC include regulations for solar farms, cell towers, and adult entertainment venues in the zoning ordinance. Mr. Ramsey stated that the creation of a zoning map was not part of the Town’s contract with Placeworks, Inc., and it is therefore necessary to create a new map that will reflect the new zoning districts. He reported that the PC has worked on the Historic District, the Village Center, and are starting on the Business District. He stated that zoning of the former Central High School building and the business district on the north end of Town must be taken into consideration. Discussion followed regarding Historic District regulations, and the need for an architectural review board. Mr. Ramsey stated that the overall plan for the PC is to first create a zoning map and agree on district uses and then to work on supplemental regulations, etc. Mayor Walker stated that he asked Nehmiah Braxton to consider serving on the PC, and he agreed. Council Member Andrews motioned to appoint Nehmiah Braxton to the Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kurdt and carried by voice vote: 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

Sidewalk Project Engineering Firm Selection Committee      Council Member Kurdt reported that the Selection Committee met on October 6th and interviewed the two engineering firms that submitted proposals for the sidewalk project. She stated that the committee selected A. Morton Thomas & Associates and motioned that the Town Council enter into negotiations with them to provide engineering services for the sidewalk project. The motion was seconded by Council Member Haskins and carried by voice vote: 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

Committee Reports     Water Committee – Council Member Jones suggested that the Town consider lowering the base amount that water customers pay by ten dollars per month. Discussion followed regarding various ways to consider lowering the water bills. Building, Grounds, Streets & Lights Committee – In response to a question by Council Member Andrews regarding the status of the old school buildings, Mayor Walker stated that they are going to be “mothballed” to make sure they don’t further deteriorate. He stated that he is unaware of any progress toward their being renovated. 

Water / Maintenance    No report.

Clerk’s Report     Karen Price stated that U.S. Cellular awaits approval from the Town of the proposed $600.00 per month for rent for space on the water tower. Karen reported the need to have a someone
available during regular working hours to assist with water related tasks and the need for a new Town
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truck. She stated that she has mailed the required proof of claim form and audit materials to the Virginia Municipal League to enable them to process the insurance claim. She reported that a zoning application was approved for the addition of a deck to a house on LeGrande Ave. 

Council Comments     Following discussion regarding funds raised for the fire department to add bricks to the exterior of their new building, Council Member Walker offered to re-advertise that the Town will match donations made up to $15,000.00.
	Council Member Jones stated that he would like to discuss painting the water tower in the courthouse square once construction of the new courthouse is complete. 
	Council Member Andrews stated that a Halloween notice needs to be published. 


With no further business the meeting was adjourned. 



___________________________________
            Stephen D. Walker, Mayor
ATTEST:


__________________________________
      Karen K. Price, Clerk of Council


